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Warm welcome

➢Mock exams

➢Support

➢Attendance

➢UCAS offers and choices

➢HE Finance



Year 13 Mock Exams

➢Monday 3 – Friday 14 February

➢Students are on study leave during this time and 

only expected in for their exams

➢Study leave can be taken at home, or in school –

students must sign in and out with Mrs Abedini if 

they come into school to work so we know they 

are on school site

➢The exams are run as per the summer A level 

exams so students have experience of this

➢Students have been issued with a revision guide 

which was also emailed to you



Exam Procedures

➢Register by 8:25 or 13:00 – location may vary

➢Absences must be reported by a parent or carer by 

8:30 (whether it's a morning or afternoon exam)

➢Students will need to know their seat numbers and 

bring in their ID cards

➢No watches

➢No henna please



Absence During Mock Exams

➢Make us aware before 8:30am on the day of the exam

➢Contact Mrs Abedini as usual via the Gateway app

➢In addition, email Mrs Penman and Mr Coy  

Penman-e@nonsuchschool.org

Coy-j@nonsuchschool.org

➢Sickness – GP visit on the same day and a doctor’s 

letter submitted. Students will be given 0 on their 

paper without medical evidence.

➢ In-school support can be put in place for extenuating 

circumstances



Absence During Mock Exams

➢Make us aware as soon as possible if you have an 

interview scheduled during the exam period.

➢ If a student has an exam the day before an interview, 

it will go ahead.

➢ If a student has an interview on an exam day, we may 

look at rescheduling the exam, depending on the time 

of the interview. 



Working together…

Lead up to the Mock Exams:

➢Attendance is key

➢Students need to be in school every day

➢ Lost opportunity for students to learn

Guided learning and structured revision

➢Teaching content

➢Structured lessons

➢Teacher focused support

➢ Instant teacher feedback



Revision Guide

➢ Mock Exam timetable

➢ Exam procedures

➢ Help Clubs List

➢ Tips and strategies on 

revising

➢ Wellbeing Toolkit

➢ Subject pages with specific 

content and revision tips for 

the mock exam



At home…

➢ Regular meals

➢ Sufficient sleep in a regular pattern

➢ Exercise and fresh air

➢ Regular breaks (but don't procrastinate)

➢ Encourage students to study in a place / way where they 

won't be distracted (eg we recommend they put their phones 

in another room)

➢ Encourage students to revise in an effective manner (check 

the guide for ideas) - simply re-reading notes is not 

particularly effective

➢ Encourage students to seek subject help from teachers

➢ Tell tutors / Sixth Form Team of concerns



Up-Learn

➢Biology, Chemistry, Physics and 

Economics

➢4 hours per subject per week

➢Twilight catch up after school on 

Thursdays

➢Practice questions

from past papers 

are on Up-Learn



School support

Designated study areas

➢ Silent work - library

➢ Quiet work - canteen

➢ Supervised study- upstairs common room

➢ Group work – downstairs common room

➢ Twilight – until 17:00 Monday-Thursday

➢ Subject help clubs - lunchtime and after 

school (listed in the Revision Guide)



School support

Sixth Form Team

Form tutors

Class teachers

Sixth Form Pastoral Support 

Officer

School counsellor

ELSA

School nurse

Drop ins are available or we can 

make an appointment.



What if the Mocks don't go to plan?

➢Reports will be published after the mocks with 

exam results and Most Likely Outcomes

➢Students will get feedback in class before that 

and they should reflect on their areas of 

development and make a plan on how they 

can improve them

➢Subjects will continue to run help clubs and 

drop-in sessions for those who need them

➢Some subjects may invite specific students to 

targeted Easter holiday revision sessions



Thursday 27 March

16:00 – 18:30 in school 

students book appointments directly 

with their teachers, on your behalf

Year 13 Parents' Evening



Attendance – why does it matter?

95% attendance may sound excellent, however this is still 8 days of Y13 

lost.

This is about 30 hours of lessons.

Below 90% persistent absenteeism must be supported with medical 

evidence.

Students may be asked to pay for their exam entries when attendance is 

below 90% and there is insufficient medical evidence

Performance Average attendance

Meets all three UCAS grades 98.5%

One grade below in one subject 92.8%

One grade below in two subjects 89.9%

One grade below in three subjects 87.8%
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Making a Firm Choice

➢Students should not confirm choices until they have 

received reports and discussed them with their 

tutor /6th Form Team

➢Are they being realistic? MLOs vs offers

➢Use Mock Exam report

➢ Meeting with tutors will begin in late March to 

discuss Firm and Insurance choices.

➢Accept Firm and insurance offers by 4 June

(if you receive them before 14 May, otherwise it's the 23 July)

➢Apply to ‘Extra’ (no offers or student has declined 

all offers)
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UCAS Extra

➢ 26 February – 4 July

➢ If your child has used all five choices, and they are 

not holding any offers, they can add another 

choice through Extra.

➢Extra is another chance for them to gain a place at 

university or college. They will be able to apply to 

additional universities, one at a time.

➢ If they don't get the offer they want through Extra, 

don't worry – they can still use Clearing to add 

another choice later.

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/results-confirmation-and-clearing/what-clearing


UCAS Clearing

➢ 5 July – 21 October

➢ If you have no offers and haven’t secured a course 
through Extra, you can apply for a course using 
Clearing

➢Or if you have declined your firm place using the 
‘decline my place’ button in your application you can 
now apply through Clearing

➢ There is no guarantee of the courses or universities 
available in Clearing each year, you may have to be 
flexible

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/results-confirmation-and-clearing/what-clearing/declining-your-firm-place


On results day, 14 August…

➢ From 8am, students will be able to see in UCAS if their place 

is confirmed at either their Firm or Insurance choice university

➢ This does not tell them their A level grades – they need to 

come into school for this!

➢ If they are unsuccessful, they will be placed in Clearing where 

they can now look for an alternative course

➢ We advise students to ring universities directly to discuss 

Clearing places as these change rapidly on the day

➢ The ‘nominated access’ can also ring on the students’ behalf, 

but the school do not have student permission



Applying for Finance

➢ Two main costs:

1) Tuition Fees 2) Living Costs

➢ A tuition fee loan of up to £9535 will be paid directly to university or 

college each year

➢ Students can also apply for a maintenance loan to pay for rent / 

living costs. The size of the loan varies according to household 

income

➢ Loans will start being paid back once a graduate is earning an 

income

➢ The amount paid back is proportional to the salary of the graduate

➢ Applications for Finance for 2025-6 courses will open in April 2025

➢ We have PSHE on Student Finance on 22 January

➢ Student Finance Information

➢ Student Finance England - YouTube

➢ Student Finance 

(UCAS page)

https://studentfinance.campaign.gov.uk/#going_to_uni_or_college_in_2023_to_2024_
https://www.youtube.com/@SFEFILM
https://www.ucas.com/sfe


Student Finance advice from Martin Lewis

https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/students/


Any Questions?
Points covered from the questions raised included:

• Year 13 Parents Evening is definitely on 27 March – apologies that one letter 

mentioned a different date.

• On results day, students will only be able to accept their firm offer if they receive 

high enough grades for it – the insurance offer will have been transferred to 

someone else. Students cannot plan to accept their insurance offer if they would 

rather not go to their firm choice university – they would have to decline the offer 

and go through clearing.

• Students cannot make changes to their university choices once they have been 

submitted, unless they have put fewer than 5 choices on their original application 

and wish to add one. They can go into UCAS Extra if all of their choices fail to 

receive offers.

• We provide support for international applications but students must inform us in 

good time of their intentions. We are not experts in each country’s procedures so 

students should do as much research as possible.

• We do not yet know when the timetables for the final A level exams will be 

published – the provisional dates are on the exam boards’ websites. We will let 

students know when these details are available.

• We emphasised again that a student’s insurance choice should have lower 

grades than their firm choice – they cannot be the same or higher. If no choice is 

suitable, then students should only put down their firm choice. 


